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1  Review of my Istanbul 2010 presentation at Vilnius 

Summing up: 

The task of innovation and creativity for Istanbul as a microcosmos  

of a globalised world is to become aware of the different cultures  

within, accept and integrate them to enrich the own world and build  

something new, for the benefit of all. 

Last sentence of the presentation at the Vilnius Conference, October 2009: 
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2  (My) Expectations of of the          ECoC (action) program 

 

Purpose 
 

The European Capitals of Culture  

Initiative was set up to: 

Å highlight the richness and diversity of European cultures 

Å celebrate the cultural ties that link Europeans together 

Åbring people from different European countries into contact 

with each other's culture and promote mutual 

understanding 

Å foster a feeling of European citizenship. 

(http://ec.europa.eu/culture/our-programmes-and-actions/doc413_en.htm) 
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Istanbul 2010 focuses on culture from a touristic point of view: 
 

Å Marketing and renovation of Istanbulós important historic buildings 

(Hagia Sophia, Blue Mosque, Topkapi Palace, etc.)  

Å Make-up of already popular districts and places 

Å International (instead of Turkish) contempoary art 

 

Last slide of my presentation at the Pécs Conference, October 2010: 

 

Possibilities for strengthening European identity by the ECoC program 

the Ăemphasis on capital city status [é] appears to signal a  

longing to overcome a lost status of capital cityñ. 
(Carola Hein, The European Capital of Culture Programme and Istanbul 2010, p. 262) 

Main Criticism 
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3  Main targets of Istanbul 2010 
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Ăwe asked ourselves this question: What 

does this city has to offer to its residents, 

to its visitors and even to those, who have 

a desperate longing for it in distant 

places? What do the Istanbulites feel 

about Istanbul? How should they feel? 

The word we kept coming up with was 

ñinspirationò. And after that, we finally 

formulized the 

slogan to promote Istanbul to the world 

through 2010:  
 

ñIstanbul: The most inspiring city of the 

worldò. 
 

Through history, Istanbul has always been 

the most inspiring city of the world.ò 
ISTANBUL:  

THE MOST INSPIRING CITY 
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ETERNAL CAPITAL:  

ISTANBUL 

ñOttoman Empire kept Istanbul as its 

capital for a long while, although many 

great and important cities such as 

Jerusalem, Thessaloniki, Sarajevo, 

Skopje, Mostar and Plovdiv, were 

within the empire borders. Together 

with the proclamation of the republic, 

Istanbul had to hand this title over to 

the newly developing Ankara. Despite 

this change, the city continued to 

function as an eternal capital and 

always attracted intense attention.  

Istanbul is going to take the title of 

European Capital of Culture for 2010. 

With this wonderful occasion, the city 

once more will become  

a current issue on the global 

agenda.ò 
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ñIstanbul 2010 European Capital of Culture process was initiated and 

developed under a completely civil participative structure. The 

project, which was first launched as a civil society initiative in 

2000 [é] Thus, the Istanbul 2010 ECOC Agency, [was] founded [é] 

With this governance model, employed for the first time in Turkey, an 

Executive Board, comprised of the delegates of non-governmental 

organizations, chambers of industry and commerce and public 

institutions, was formed. [é] Each step of the project was made in 

compliance with EU standards. As Istanbul 2010 ECOC Agency, the 

basic mission we adopted is  
 

to protect the great cultural heritage of Istanbul and  
 

to share this wealth with the entire world, primarily with Europe.  
 

The third strategic part of the project in conjunction with the culture-

art and tourism-promotion activities is the  
 

work on cultural heritage.  
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Being the most significant contribution to the process of being a 

European Capital of Culture these studies are expected to 

remain beyond 2010. We know that Istanbul has numerous 

eternal artworks and oeuvres, some of which are still 

waiting to be explored and unearthed. One should be 

confident that our Agency is extremely sensitive in these matters 

and is spending the utmost effort to restore them properly to re-

offer them to the culture and art life of the city.ò 
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WHICH CITY OTHER THAN  

ISTANBUL COULD BETTER  

TELL THAT PEACE CAN BE  

MAINTAINED THROUGH  

CULTURAL SHARING AND  

OPENNESS? 

Ăart and artists should be available 

everywhere in the city, including public 

spheres, hospitals, schools [é] As  

a capital of empires, Istanbul is one of 

the unique cities of the world in terms of 

cultural wealth. This cultural richness is 

owed to the cityôs location, forming  

a bridge between Asia and Europe. 

[é] In  

todayôs atmosphere of tension [é]  

one should remember and highlight the 

knowledge and tradition of  

uniting different cultures under the 

same roof, inherited  

from the Ottoman era. [é] 
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the city will set a model for Europe and for the entire world, 

through its new intercultural communication that benefits 

from [é] the revival of mutual enrichment and co-existence 

practices. [é]  
 

Istanbulôs selection as the European Capital of Culture is a 

unique opportunity [é] for gaining experience and know-how 

in constructing the foundation of cultural peace. [é] 
 

In short, Istanbul 2010 will start a dialogue within the city, to 

pave the way for initiatives in hindering alienation and 

dissociation through art and culture.ò  
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Interim summary: 

 

Istanbul is seen first of all  

as former capital ï in hüzün 
 

as described in Pamukós 

book on Istanbul 

é living in the past. 
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Implementation: 
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