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1 Review of my Istanbul 2010 presentation at Vilnius

2 0 1 0
EUROPEAN
CAPITA

TURE

Or CUOLIURE

e

Last sentence of the presentation at the Vilnius Conference, October 2009:

Summing up:

The task of innovation and creativity for Istanbul as a microcosmos
of a globalised world is to become aware of the different cultures
within, accept and integrate them to enrich the own world and build
something new, for the benefit of all.
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2 (My) Expectations of of the ECoC (action) program

Purpose

The European Capitals of Culture

Initiative was set up to:

A highlight the richness and diversity of European cultures

A celebrate the cultural ties that link Europeans together

A bring people from different European countries into contact
with each other's culture and promote mutual
understanding

A foster a feeling of European citizenship.

(http://ec.europa.eu/culture/our-programmes-and-actions/doc413 _en.htm)
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Main Criticism

Last slide of my presentation at the Pécs Conference, October 2010:

Istanbul 2010 focuses on culture from a touristic point of view:

A Marketing and renovation of | s t a nirhpertardt Bistoric buildings
(Hagia Sophia, Blue Mosque, Topkapi Palace, etc.)

A Make-up of already popular districts and places

A International (instead of Turkish) contempoary art

the Aemphasis on capital city status [ € dppears to signal a

longing to overcome a lost status of capital cityn .
(Carola Hein, The European Capital of Culture Programme and Istanbul 2010, p. 262)
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3 Main targets of Istanbul 2010
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A w asked ourselves this question: What Tstaadress

does this city has to offer to its residents, e i

to its visitors and even to those, who have B o b e B T ST s S
a desperate longing for it in distant CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
places? What do the Istanbulites feel

about Istanbul? How should they feel?

The word we kept coming up with was

Al nspirationo. And af
formulized the

slogan to promote Istanbul to the world
through 2010:

SEKIB AVDAGIC

Astanbul: The most inspiring city of the
worldo .

Through history, Istanbul has always been ISTANBUL:
the most 1 nspiring c¢i THEMOSTINSPIRENG QITOY |
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Ottoman Empire kept Istanbul as its
capital for a long while, although many

. . YILMAZ KURT
great and important cities such as
Jerusalem, Thessaloniki, Sarajevo, "2 %00
Skopje, Mostar and Plovdiv, were SECRETARY GENERAL
within the empire borders. Together
with the proclamation of the republic,
Istanbul had to hand this title over to
the newly developing Ankara. Despite
this change, the city continued to
function as an eternal capital and
always attracted intense attention.
Istanbul is going to take the title of
European Capital of Culture for 2010. ETERNAL CAPITAL:
With this wonderful occasion, the city ISTANBUL
once more will become
a current issue on the global
agenda. 0
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ANl stanbul 2010 European Capital
developed under a completely civil participative structure. The

project, which was first launched as a civil society initiative in
2000 é] Thus, the I stanbul 2010 EC
With this governance model, employed for the first time in Turkey, an
Executive Board, comprised of the delegates of non-governmental
organizations, chambers of industry and commerce and public

i nstitutions, was formed. [ é&] Ea
compliance with EU standards. As Istanbul 2010 ECOC Agency, the
basic mission we adopted is

to protect the great cultural heritage of Istanbul and
to share this wealth with the entire world, primarily with Europe.

The third strategic part of the project in conjunction with the culture-
art and tourism-promotion activities is the

work on cultural heritage.
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Being the most significant contribution to the process of being a
European Capital of Culture these studies are expected to
remain beyond 2010. We know that Istanbul has numerous
eternal artworks and oeuvres, some of which are still
waiting to be explored and unearthed. One should be
confident that our Agency is extremely sensitive in these matters
and is spending the utmost effort to restore them properly to re-
of fer them to the culture and
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Aart and artists should be available
everywhere in the city, including public

spheres, hospital s,

a capital of empires, Istanbul is one of
the unique cities of the world in terms of
cultural wealth. This cultural richness is
owed to the cityos
a bridge between Asia and Europe.

[ €] | n

todayods at mosphleég]e
one should remember and highlight the
knowledge and tradition of

uniting different cultures under the
same roof, inherited

from the Ottomanera. [ €]
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ISTANBUL 2010

EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE AGENCY

R hm@m@mixowsorm:c[on é ]

WHICH CITY OTHER THAN
ISTANBUL COULD BETTER
TELL THAT PEACE CAN BE
MAINTAINED THROUGH
CULTURAL SHARING AND
OPENNESS?
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the city will set a model for Europe and for the entire world,
through its new intercultural communication that benefits
from [ée] the revival o-éxistemget u a |
practices. [ é]

| stanbul 6s selection as the Eur
uni que opportunity [ é] f o-howgai r
In constructing the foundation of cultural peace. [ é ]

In short, Istanbul 2010 will start a dialogue within the city, to

pave the way for initiatives in hindering alienation and
dissociation through art and culture. 0
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Interim summary:

Istanbul is seen first of all
as former capital i in htzin

as described i n Pamukoos
book on Istanbul s
P AN UK

Author of My Name is Red and Snow

jftaugu{

}V{F.M()I\Iis of A City
s ;

to understand, and out of this loss they attribute to it a ‘mysterious
air) thus identifying hiiziin with the tristesse of Lévi-Strauss. Tristesse
is not a pain that affects a solitary individual; hiiziin and tristesse both
suggest a communal feeling, an atmosphere, and a culture shared by
millions.

90

é living in the past.
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Implementat|0n ISTAMBUL 2010 PROJECTS
UrBaAN PROJECTS
UrRBAN IMPLEMENTATIONS / 32
CULTURAL HERITAGE AND MUSEUMS
VISUAL ARTS
TRADITIONAL ARTS
CLASSICAL TURKISH Music / &2
MusIC AND OFERA / 02
THEATRE AND PERFORMING ARTS / ao
FiLM DOCUMENTARY ANIMATION / 112
LITERATURE / II&

UrRBAN CULTURE / 120
EDUCATION / 130
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS / 190
MARITIME / 148
TOURISM AND PROMOTION / 152
PR AND EVENTS / 1I5b

ADVERTISING AMND MARKETIMNG / I5H
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