
Ugliness and savagery  
 in contemporary art and popular 

image 

A culture in crisis? 
(Dimitri Goossens) 



Transgressive art and images attack our way of 
ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΧ 

ÅLuis Bunuel and Salvador Dali, Un Chien 
Andalou, 1929 



Zbigniew Libera, Lego Concentration 
Camp, 1996 



Robert Gligorov, The Jacketwaiting, 1997  



Andres Serrano, The Morgue: Hacked to 
death II, 1992 



GENERAL REMARKS 

ÅCentral idea in work: 
ïUprooting of mankind 

ïAlienation of mankind 

ÅCauses: 
ïSecularization 

ïDisenchantment 

ÅConsequence: 
ïLoneliness of western man 

 

 

1) Roger Scruton:  
analysis of a culture in crisis 

Postmodernism 



1) Roger Scruton:  
analysis of a culture in crisis 

ÅRoger Scruton, Beauty, 2009 



THE CRISIS 

ÅCrisis of beauty : symptom of western culture in 
crisis 

ÅCriticism: chapter ΨFlight from .ŜŀǳǘȅΩ 

ï/Ǌƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ ΨǘƘŜ sacredΩΥ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ ōŜŀǳǘȅ 

ïCentral point: postmodern desecration 

ÅDestruction and defilement of claims of aesthetic judgment 
to transcendent ideals όΨDefilement ƻŦ .ŜŀǳǘȅΩύ 

ÅAddiction ǘƻ ǎƘƻŎƪΣ Ψsavage fantasiesΩ 

 

 

 

1) Roger Scruton:  
analysis of a culture in crisis 



HIS SOLUTION 

ÅRestauration of beauty 

ï-Elevation to transcendent ideals (sacred) 

ïwŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΥ ΨŦŀƭƭŜƴΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ 

ÅThrough this restauration: 

ïΨIǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǎΩ ό.ƛƭŘǳƴƎύ 

ïArt as replacement for religion 

 

 

 

1) Roger Scruton:  
analysis of a culture in crisis 

Romantic ideals 



ÅΨ{ŀƪΩ Υ Ǌƻƻǘ ƻŦΧΦ 

ïSanctus 

ïSacred 

ÅRoger Scruton versus Georges Bataille:  

ïΨǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŜŘΩΥ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ïDefilement and transgression 

 

 

 

 

2) Postmodern desecration: crisis of 
the sacred? 



ÅGeorges Bataille: 

ï!Ǌǘ ŀǎ ΨǘŜŀǊΩ ƻǊ ΨŎǳǘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ όŘŞŎƘƛǊǳǊŜύ 

ïArtwork: 

Åset apart 

Åex-static, transgressive (norm, taboo) 
Cfr. Heideggers  description of Greek temple 

ÅJulia Kristeva: 

ï¢ƘŜ ŀōƧŜŎǘΥ ΨŦŀƭƭŜƴΩ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ Ŏŀǎǘ ƻǳǘ όǘŀōƻƻύ 

 

 

 

2) Postmodern desecration: crisis of 
the sacred? 



3) Contemporary transgressive art and 
image 

Vanitas 



3) Contemporary transgressive art and 
image 

J.M.W. Turner, Vesuvius in Eruption, 
1817 Damien Hirst, Physical impossibility of death in the mind of 

someone living, 1991 

The sublime 


