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Copernicus, Gothic style, gingerbread and university
· marketing Toruń, Poland, for the European Capital of Culture 2016
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Introduction 

In 2016 the European Capitals of Culture will be selected from the candidate cities in Poland and Spain. One of the Polish candidates is Toruń (http://www.torun2016.eu/), a historical city of over 200,000 inhabitants located half-way between Warsaw and Gdańsk (Slide 2). The city was established in the medieval times on the River Vistula and on the cross-roads of important trade routes (Slide 3). 

History 

The city got its charter in 1233 from the Teutonic Order. Only 31 years later, i.e. in 1264, another town nearby got its city charter. It was called the New Town of Toruń, while the earlier one got the name of the Old Town of Toruń. Both towns united in 1466 when they were incorporated in Poland after a 13-Year War between the Teutonic Order and the Kingdom of Poland. 

In 1473 astronomer Nicolaus Copernicus, the most famous citizen of Toruń, was born here. Today, the city has a monument of Nicolaus Copernicus, and a museum devoted to Copernicus’ life and deeds. There is also a gingerbread factory named after Copernicus and, last but not least, the University of Nicolaus Copernicus (Polish: Uniwersytet Mikołaja Kopernika – UMK). His greatest discovery was to find out it is the Sun, not the Earth, which is in the centre of the Universe.  


In later centuries, especially the 16th and the 17th, Toruń developed its trade and craft. In the 19th century, due to partitions of Poland, Toruń became a German city located close to the border with the Russian Empire, to come back to Poland only after World War I. Today, Toruń is one of the most popular tourist destinations in Poland. 
Symbols 


Among the symbols Poles associate the city with, the most popular ones include, according to the Toruń Tourist Information study of 2006, Gothic architecture (Slides 8 – 11), Copernicus (60% of respondents; Slide 11) and gingerbread (40% of respondents; Slide 12). In terms of tourist traffic, in 2006 Toruń had 1.5 million visitors, which is a 25% growth if compared to a previous year. About 30% of tourists came from abroad, half of which were from Germany. The problem for the Toruń tourist industry, however, is that about 70% of all the visitors come only for a day. 
Tourism 


Presently, Toruń has 33 hotels with 2,500 beds and this number is growing. The very city centre called the Old Town, which incorporates both medieval towns and the castle of the Teutonic Order, has 15 hotels, out of which 9 were founded after 1989 (blue dots in Slide 15; black dots – old hotels, a green dot – guesthouse). Moreover, buildings for 4 new hotels are under renovation (red dots in Slide 15). In 2006 the author’s study revealed about 150 places to eat only in the Old Town (Slide 16); the number includes nearly 30 pavement restaurants and cafes opened in the summer of 2006 – the highest number ever. Other tourist facilities in the Old Town include 7 museums (blue dots in Slide 17), which in 2006 sold 350,000 tickets, 16 galleries (green dots), 17 souvenir shops (black dots), 18 travel agencies (red dots) as well as 3 monument conservation companies (yellow dots). Many of the above amenities were founded very recently. 
Cultural life 


Among the initiatives the city authorities undertake in order to attract larger number of tourists is reviving local customs, such as the traditional Shooting Contest, Summer Solstice Festival (Slide 20) and traditional gingerbread baking (Slide 21), which in the future can become important event in the cultural calendar of Toruń. The events which have already gained their publicity include the International Theatre Festival ‘Kontakt’, classical music festivals: ‘Probaltica’ for the Baltic States, ‘Music and Architecture’ and ‘Music in the Moat’. Other music events include the Festival of Christian Songs ‘Song of Songs’ and International Folk Festival.  The Summer Film Festival and the City Festival also attract numerous visitors. In 2007, the preparations for the European Capital of Culture project included ‘the Days of Pamplona’, which presented the Spanish city who is aspiring to the title of the ECC in 2016 alongside Toruń, as well as a photo exhibition which presented Sibiu, Romania, the 2007 ECC, to the citizens of Toruń (Slides 23-25). 
National and international programmes 


Toruń is a partner city in numerous national and international projects and programmes. Since 1996 it has been a member of the Association of the Vistula Cities, and since 1998 of the New Hanseatic League. It co-operates with the Copernicus cities and with sister cities of Leiden, Swindon, Götingen, Čadca, Kalinigrad, Hameenlinna and Philadelphia.  


In 1997 the Old Town of Toruń was included in the UNESCO World Heritage List, while in 2004 Poland joined the European Union. Both events have become additional springboards to various initiatives and investments in the historical centre. They include street renovation, the New Town market rejuvenation, renovation of the Puppet Theatre, and the construction of the Modern Art Museum on the Old Town outskirts (Slides 26-28). 

In 2007, following the worldwide initiative to select the Seven Wonders of the World, the national Polish newspapers “Rzeczpospolita” announced its own, national ranking of Seven Wonders of Poland (Slide 30). Toruń’s authorities joined with the Night Panorama of the Old Town of Toruń. Altogether, there were 400 proposals sent, out of which specialists selected 17 objects, Toruń included. The voting, done by the Internet only, placed Toruń on the second position in the country only after the Wieliczka Salt Mine. Other well known tourist destinations in Poland took further positions, including Krakow, Gdańsk and Warsaw. The local authorities hope popularising the town among the nation will bring even more tourists. 


The marketing of the town, besides traditional ways of popularising Toruń, includes numerous websites (Slide 31), as the number of tourists who get their information from this source is constantly growing. 
A university city  

The University (Slide 32) was founded in 1945, thus finalizing the 550-year long fight for establishing an educational institution of higher level in the region. The scientific cadre of the newly established University was based on the former Polish universities in Vilnius and Lvov. Over 50 professors, most of whom have received their titles back in Vilnius and Lvov, guaranteed high level of education. 


Right from its beginning, the University has participated in the city life. Currently, it has become the largest single employer in the city, as it has well over 4.2 thousand workers, including over 2.1 thousand academic staff. The University offers 55 courses at 14 faculties, including those at the Medical Faculty in Bydgoszcz. Over fifty per cent of 40,000 students take regular courses, staying in the city. Such a large number of young people gives Toruń a very specific atmosphere and creates the need for accommodation and entertainment. 


 The University cooperates with the city in numerous ways. First of all, it is a source of specialist cadre of various specialties, such as monument and art renovation, foreign language teachers, economists, chemists, lawyers and IT specialists, just to name a few, who often stay in the city after graduating. The astronomical traditions of Copernicus are continued by the Astronomy Faculty and its famous professor Aleksander Wolszczan, while the Faculty of Biology and the Earth Sciences educates, among others, geographers and tourism managers. 

Other events organized by, for and with the city include the Education Fairs for high school graduates of the region, the Science and Art Festival, and post-graduate teacher training courses, just to name a few. The university institutions working for the Toruń citizens include the British Council Library, the university centre for cooperation with Alliance Française, the Regional Centre for IT Education, the Regional CISCO Academy, as well as Junior High and High Academic School.  

Summary 

Toruń, the town of Copernicus and gingerbread, is already a well-known tourist destination in Poland. It needs, however, to attract more visitors from abroad. The local authorities undertake numerous initiatives in order to disseminate information about attractiveness, charm and beauty of the red-brick Gothic monuments. One of the ways to do so is to apply for the position of the European Capital of Culture in 2016 (Slide 34). To be successful, all the city institutions need to get involved in the process, including the University of Nicolaus Copernicus – a vital element of the cityscape. 
